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Other States’ Funding Mechanisms 
 
Various formulas are used nationally to distribute funding to local school districts. State funding 
formulas often utilize a combination of approaches (Parrish, Harr, Anthony, Merickel, and Esra, 
2003, p.3), which have a variety of strengths and weaknesses (http://csef.air.org).    
 
Ahearn (2010) describes the basic funding mechanisms used nationally to deliver special 
education funding: 
   
Weighted Pupil: (1) A series of multiples of the general education amount or the tiered-dollar 
amounts, allocated per special education student and varying according to disability, type of 
placement, or student need, or (2) A single multiple of the general education amount or a fixed-
dollar amount, allocated per special education student. 
 
Resource Based: Funding based on payment for a certain number of specific education 
resources (e.g., teachers or classroom units), usually determined by prescribed staff-student 
ratios that may vary by disability, type of placement or student need. 
 
Percentage Reimbursement: Funding based on a percentage of allowable, actual 
expenditures. 
 
Census-Based: A fixed-dollar amount per total enrollment or average daily membership. 
 
Block Grant: Funding on base-year or prior-year allocations, revenues, and/or enrollment (p.3). 
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Summary of Funding Approaches  The following table (Baker, et al., 2013, Table 1.1) 
outlines formula types by state, delineating the strengths and weaknesses of each: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   


